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Bill will provide greater transparency around Election Commitment Costings

Katy Gallagher MLA today tabled an exposure draft of an Election Commitment Costings Bill 2011 to provide members of the Assembly and the community the opportunity to comment before it is introduced.

“The Bill formalises and improves the election commitments costings process, providing transparency of process and an aspect of third party review designed to assure the ACT electorate that costs are materially correct,” Ms Gallagher said.  

“Although the Department of Treasury has formerly undertaken this role in line with an agreed Government process, the Territory doesn’t currently have any legislation formalising the process. 

“Treasury remains best-placed to undertake this role, providing the required skills, expertise and cost effectiveness. 

The exposure draft and a set of draft guidelines propose that

· Any party or individual MLA can request an election commitment costing 

· Parties and members can choose whether they wish to seek costings 

· No party or individual MLA can request a copy of another party’s costings 

· All requests and results are made public 

· From Thursday 10pm prior to polling day no further costings will be publically released 

“In the past election commitment costing has only involved the Government and the Opposition parties - this draft bill ensures that all MLA's in the Assembly are able to access an independent costing process for the purpose of costing their election commitments. 
“The Government believes that formalising the election costing process in legislation and guidelines will improve the capacity for the community to appropriately scrutinise the commitments of political parties and individual MLA's in the lead up to Election Day,” Ms Gallagher said.  

 

The consultation process will remain open until 19 May 2011 with the final Election Commitment Costing Bill to be introduced in the spring sittings of the Assembly, allowing for the debate on the Bill to occur in time to have these arrangements in place for the next ACT Election in 2012. 
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